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Abstract

The Movement of Friendship between Japan and China:
Past, present, and future

—Based on the oral history of Maki Kora—
Atsuko Shimbo

Restoration of diplomatic relations between Japan and China was realized in 1972, making this year
the 40™ anniversary. During these 40 years, the friendship between Japan and China has been supported
by many people with good will.

Ms. Maki Kora (1930-2011) exerted herself for many yearson behalf of this friendship movement,
serving as the chairperson of a Kanagawa women’s liaison committee of friendship between Japan and
China, which was organized in 1975 and no longer operated after restoration of diplomatic relations.
Regrettably, Maki Kora died on February 1, 2011, due to lung cancer.

Her mother, Professor Tomi Kora (1896-1993), was a famous scholar. She graduated from the Japan
Women's College in 1917 and went on to study at the Graduate Schoo! of Columbia U...versity and
at Johns Hopkins University. Her speciality was Educational Psychology, and she obtained a PhD. In
Philosophy.

After going back to Japan in July 1922, Tomi Kora became a professor at the Japan Women'’s College.
She personally visited famous Indian poet and Nobel Prize winner Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1941),
well-known Chinese author Lu Hsun (1881-1936), and Gandhi (1869-1948).

After World War 11, she played an active part as a Councilor, and exerted herself for the improvement
of Japan-China relations.

Her daughter, Maki Kora, studied in the United States for 3 years and returned to Japan after World
War I1. She also studied painting in Paris for two years.

After coming back to Japan, Maki Kora began to live with Ms. Itoe Hamada (1907-2010) who was

engaged in a social movement and who was Tomi Kora’s friend. Muaki Kora and Itoe Hamada lived
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together for about 50 years.

Under the influence of Itoe Hamada, Maki supported the activity of the Kanagawa women’s liaison
committeeof friendship between Japan and China over many years. She exerted herself on behalf of a
grassroots exchange program for women traveling between Japan and China.

This author interviewed Maki Kora on November 6, 2010, in the year prior to Maki Kora's death. The
author was overwhelmed by Maki's depth of fecling toward China. The subject of this paper is Lo analyze
where Maki's posture and ethos toward China originated by examining her oral history and related data.

In 2012, various inconsistencies and confrontations between Japan and China surfaced, ignited by the
nationalization of the Senkaku Islands. Currently, the relationship between Japan and China has reached
a great turning point.

Thercfore, it is meaningful 1o look back on these 40 peaceful years through the eyes of a woman who
exerted herself for a women’s grassroots exchange between Japan and China. It is important to record

the life and deeds of this woman who supported peaceful and diplomatic activities after the war.



